NOTE   ON        A  RELIGIOUS   EXPERIENCE "

which compel the people to obey. The voice
of Jahveh becomes audible and pronounces the
commandments, the " Thou shalts " and " Thou
shalt nots." Psycho-analysis has shown that these
at heart are nothing but the suppression of uncon-
scious incestuous and insurgent impulses. What
appears as cc veritates a coelo delapsae " are distinctly
of earthly origin and earthly motivation. Freud's
theory about the case of conversion is equally valid
for the Revelation on Sinai. The same psychic
history holds true for this momentous event in the
religious experience of nations.

For this reason I have hopes that the young
psycho-analysts of religion, whom the official
religious psychologists superciliously contemn, will
come to even more revealing, and perhaps con-
clusive, discoveries. We are still a long way from a
thorough psychological understanding of the arcane
ways of religion; but analytic research has come
closer to piercing the mysteries than all previous
religious science.
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